transportation element
INTRODUCTION
Over the last two decades, Issaquah has been a center of growth. The population has grown from
9,000 to 37,000 since 1995, and jobs and housing have increased to meet the demand. To achieve Issaquah’s goals and vision for a multimodal transportation system that holistically accommodates
growth, the City developed a Mobility Master Plan (MMP) to approach mobility more holistically. The
MMP provides the vision, goals and policies for developing a multimodal transportation system within
Issaquah’s limited street space and hilly landscape.
Issaquah’s transportation network accommodates many modes of travel, including walking, biking,
public transit, and driving. Streets serve as a backbone for the transportation system, and the type and
quality of facilities along the streets shape how residents and visitors move around the City. Separated
bicycle lanes and well-maintained sidewalks encourage active transportation in Issaquah, while street
design and layout can make travel safer and more pleasant.

TRANSPORTATION VISION
To address the needs of a multimodal system and ensure City policies reflect Issaquah’s community
values, guiding principles have been identified to serve as the foundation for Issaquah’s transportation
system. These guiding principles balance the city priorities to accommodate growth with safety and
multimodal travel, all while investing available funds wisely.
1. Improve mobility within Issaquah today: Provide safe, accessible connections within Issaquah
to provide near term benefit to people of all ages, abilities, incomes, and backgrounds using all
travel options.
2. Prepare for growth: Coordinate transportation with land use for anticipated growth by building a
complete, multimodal network that fits the context of Issaquah’s neighborhoods.
3. Better connect Issaquah with the region: Leverage regional investments and prepare for light
rail to better connect Issaquah with the region.
4. Promote environmentally sustainable mobility: Embrace an environmentally responsible
transportation system to protect Issaquah’s natural environment.
5. Invest wisely: Apply sustainable funding practices, including prioritizing system maintenance
alongside capital investments to best leverage prior investments.
6. Anticipate transformation: Develop a transportation system that enables new technologies,
emerging transportation options, and economic trends.
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GROWTH
land use
The City of Issaquah’s Comprehensive Plan establishes a vision for Issaquah’s growth through 2035.
To accommodate housing and jobs growth mandated by the State of Washington, the Comprehensive
Plan concentrates new growth over the next 20 years in Central Issaquah. Concentrating new growth
in this area, which is well-served by regional transportation infrastructure, will help to maintain Issaquah’s livability, support the City’s sustainability goals, and preserve natural areas surrounding the
City. Tied to this vision of land use is a vision of a complete, well-connected, and well-managed active
transportation system to ensure safe access to destinations and public amenities.
Land use and the mix of uses affects the transportation system. Small-scale retail coupled with slow
speed streets invite people to park once and walk/bike to shop and dine, while streets with high speed
limits and multiple lanes through commercial and mixed-use districts move large numbers of drivers to
their destinations. A large mixed-use center will generate different levels of auto traffic than a neighborhood of single-family homes, and the streets must be planned accordingly.
The City of Issaquah has a travel demand model that considers land use and transportation network
characteristics such as speed, number of lanes, and intersection configuration to forecast future transportation conditions in the City and surrounding region. The model was updated in 2017 with projected 2040 land use and employment data from the City and surrounding agencies as a part of the
2017 Concurrency Model Update project. By 2040, Issaquah is projected to have a total of 26,644
housing units and over 15.8 million square feet of commercial space. This equates to a 59 percent increase in housing units and 76 percent increase in commercial square footage in the next 22 years.
The 2040 travel model assumed 33 transportation projects from major planning documents like the
Comprehensive Plan would be built by 2040, of which seven are on the Transportation Improvement
Program project list. The predicted land use growth and increased density can put a strain on the street
network and conditions could significantly worsen if transportation improvements are not planned and
implemented to accommodate growth.
Issaquah has adopted a standard of LOS D in the PM peak hour for all intersections in the City. Six
concurrency intersections may operate at LOS E or F if the weighted average (by traffic volume) for all
concurrency intersections is maintained at LOS D1. Assuming all the roadway projects in the travel
model are built, the weighted average LOS for concurrency intersections is forecasted to be LOS D in
2040, which will meet the City’s standard.
state facilities
The Growth Management Act (GMA)requires that local jurisdictions provide an estimate of local
transportation impacts to State-owned transportation facilities and their level of service standards. Table T-1 provides a summary of traffic impacts to Interstate 90 and SR-900, the two State-owned facilities within Issaquah. Table T-1 provides existing and future average annual daily traffic (AADT) and
calculates level of service standards for road segments on both facilities.
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Currently, I-90, a designated Highway of State Significance, has an adopted Urban Level of Service
(LOS) D. SR900, a designated Highway of Regional Significance, has an adopted Tier 1 LOS “E/ Mitigated.” This means that congestion should be mitigated by the State (such as transit) when PM peak
hour LOS falls below LOS E.
Table T-1
Estimated Local Traffic Impacts to State and Regional Transportation Facilities
Interstate 90
Road Segment (mileage Existing
Future (2030) Existing Level of Future (2030)
markers)
AADT1
AADT
Service (LOS)
Level of Service (LOS)
12.94 - 13.89
98,774
129,423
D
F
13.89 - 15.24
57,112
80,244
D
D
15.24 - 16.19
41,017
67,451
B
C
16.19 - 17.94
43,743
45,622
B
B
SR-900
Road Segment (mileage Existing
Future (2030) Existing LOS
Future (2030) LOS
markers)
AADT
AADT
(Am/PM Peaks) (AM/PM Peaks)
AM: D
AM: E
15.39 - 15.66
13,688
39,549
PM: C
PM: E
AM: A
AM: D
15.66 - 15.69
N/A
38,532
PM: B
PM: D
AM: B
AM: C
15.69 - 15.98
N/A
41,701
PM: E
PM: E
AM: D
AM: E
15.98 - 16.20
25,371
61,881
PM: F
PM: E
(Source: WSDOT, 2005)

GOALS AND POLICIES
growth management act requirements
The Growth Management Act requires that the adopted Transportation Element must implement, and
coordinate with, the Land Use Element. In addition, the Transportation Element must include the
following components.
a. Consistent with the Land use assumptions used in estimating travel;
b. Estimated traffic impacts to State-owned transportation facilities resulting from land use
assumptions,
c. Facilities and services needs, including:
i.
An inventory of State and local air, water, and ground transportation facilities and services,
including transit alignments and general aviation airport facilities,
ii.
Level of service standards for all locally owned arterials and transit routes,
ii.
Level of service standards for highways for State-owned transportation facilities,
iii.
Specific actions and requirements for bringing into compliance locally owned
transportation facilities or services that are below an established level of service standard,
Page 3 of 18

iv.
v.

Forecasts of traffic for at least ten years based on the adopted land use plan; and
Identification of State and local system needs to meet current and future demands.

d. Finance, including:
i.
An analysis of funding capability to judge needs against probable funding resources,
ii.
A multiyear financing plan based on the needs identified in the comprehensive plan, and
iii.
A discussion of how additional funding will be raised, or how land use assumptions will be
reassessed to ensure that level of service standards will be met if probable funding falls
short of meeting identified needs.
e. Intergovernmental coordination efforts, including an assessment of the impacts of the
transportation plan and land use assumptions on the transportation systems of adjacent
jurisdictions, and
f. Demand-management strategies,
g. Local jurisdictions must adopt and enforce ordinances which prohibit development approval if the
development causes the level of service on a locally owned transportation facility to decline below
the standards adopted in the transportation element of the comprehensive plan, unless
transportation improvements or strategies to accommodate the impacts of development are made
concurrent with the development. These strategies may include increased public transportation
service, ride sharing programs, demand management, and other transportation systems
management strategies. Concurrent with the development means that improvements or strategies
are in place at the time of development, or that a financial commitment is in place to complete the
improvements or strategies within six years.
Proactive Safety
Goal A. Provide safe and comfortable streets that encourage people to travel by walking, bicycling, and
transit.
Discussion
Safety is a major concern for Issaquah residents, workers, and visitors. It is important that roadways
are engineered to be safe but also that people feel safe using the transportation network. To achieve
this, safety improvements can be made retroactively, focused on locations with a history of collisions,
or proactively, focusing on locations where existing conditions make collisions more likely.
Proactive programs, such as Vision Zero, are an increasingly common approach to making proactive
safety improvements and have been adopted by several cities in the Puget Sound region. As Issaquah
continues to grow around the future Link light rail station planned for Central Issaquah, providing safe
access for people walking, bicycling, and using other low-impact modes will encourage the use of these
modes to access transit. Detailed guidance is provided in the Mobility Master Plan for implementing
these policies to improve the level of safety and comfort of the transportation system.
T Policy A.1
(MMP-1.1)

Implement safety improvements at locations with a history of severe and/or
fatal collisions.

Page 4 of 18

T Policy A.2
(MMP-1.2)

Develop and adopt a Vision Zero ordinance and action plan to end traffic
deaths and serious injuries on Issaquah’s streets and coordinate with the State
of Washington’s Target Zero Plan.

T Policy A.3
(MMP-1.3)

Establish safer vehicle speeds and calm traffic where appropriate, using proven
traffic calming measures

Climate and Quality of Life
Goal B. Design mobility to improve outcomes for the environment, for public health and for equitable
access to resources and opportunities.
discussion
Issaquah’s overall quality of life is supported by its transportation system. The policies outlined in this
section encourage people to explore more transportation options which have a positive impact on our
environment and people’s health. Additionally, these policies recognize the importance of equitable
access to services and affordable transportation options to enhance the livability in the community.
Detailed guidance is provided in the Mobility Master Plan for implementing these policies to improve
our environment and the health of our community.
Carbon emissions are linked to climate change and associated with adverse impacts to humans and
natural systems. The Mobility Master Plan considers climate change and reducing greenhouse gas
emissions from transportation as important factors for protecting the environment and overall quality
of life in Issaquah. The City adopted a greenhouse gas emissions reduction target of 25 percent by
2020, 50 percent by 2030 and 80 percent by 2050, with a base year of 2007. This goal aligns with the
King County Cities Climate Collaboration (K4C) goals.
Transportation emissions are calculated based on daily Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) in the City.
Thus, reducing the daily VMT and increasing the use of modes other than single occupancy vehicles
will help reduce emissions from transportation. Additionally, switching to less intensive fuel sources
such as with electric vehicles, will also help to reduce emissions in this sector.
It is also important to consider the impacts of climate change on the transportation sector and to
support climate mitigation to reduce adverse impacts. For example, the City will experience more
frequent and heavy rains which leads to flooding and could affect the reliability and capacity of our
transportation systems.
T Policy B.1
(MMP-2.1)

Achieve a 15 percent increase in non-drive-alone mode share from 2017 levels
by 2030.

T Policy B.2
(MMP-2.2)

Achieve a 20 percent reduction in vehicle miles traveled (VMT) from 2017
levels by 2030 in alignment with the K4C goal.

T Policy B.3
(MMP-2.3)

Increase use of electric vehicles and support increased fuel efficiency to reduce
transportation related emissions and provide cleaner and healthier air for our
residents.

Health and Equity
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The Community Needs Assessment for Health and Wellbeing Equity in Issaquah was completed in
2017. The goal of the assessment was to consider community data to help identify priority health and
human services disparities within Issaquah. While it evaluates many aspects of health and equity, its
evaluation of the access to services and resources found that many residents with limited resources
have difficulty traveling to services and activities. The report suggests looking into alternative transportation services such as shared vans or shuttle with free or low-cost rides to increase access to needed
jobs and services.
T Policy B.4
(MMP-2.4)

Expand transportation access to services, job, and activities for seniors, people
with disabilities, and low-income residents.

Parks Access
Increasing access to public parks and recreation facilities is an essential strategy for improving health
and environmental awareness in a community. This is why the Issaquah Community has valued the
availability of green space by incorporating trails and community paths as essential elements of community connections. The Issaquah Parks Strategic Plan (2018) establishes a long-term vision for Issaquah’s Parks, including a Green Necklace of trails and paths connecting the city’s neighborhoods to
parks and community destinations.
T Policy B.5
(MMP-2.5)

Support the implementation of the Parks Strategic Plan, including the
development of the Green Necklace, a fully connected regional trail system,
and secondary trail connections.

Multimodal Balanced System
Goal C. Develop a multimodal, balanced transportation system that will support increased
transportation options for the Issaquah community.
discussion
Developing a fully connected, multimodal street network will support mobility for current residents
and enable future growth in Central Issaquah. A well-connected, multimodal transportation network
has many short links, numerous intersections, and minimal dead-ends (cul-de-sacs). As connectivity
increases, people have more travel route choices. This network includes off-street hard-surface trails
for biking and walking. All roadways and routes need not be optimized for all modes; however, people
using each mode require a network of safe and convenient travel routes and crossings throughout the
City.
Mobility in Issaquah is currently limited by I-90, which runs through Central Issaquah and acts as a
barrier between neighborhoods to its north and south. Many of Issaquah’s neighborhoods are hilly,
making it challenging to develop a traditional street grid. In existing neighborhoods, the City shall work
with community members to identify opportunities to increase connectivity, particularly for walking,
biking, and transit access. Detailed guidance is provided in the Mobility Master Plan for implementing
these policies to better connect and manage the transportation system.
T Policy C.1
(MMP-3.1)

Build a connected street grid that prioritizes the movement of people and
goods.

Responsible System Investment
As the Issaquah community and region continue to grow, it is important the City prioritizes system
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maintenance and management to get more out of current systems and past investments. To effectively
develop a multimodal transportation system, Issaquah must emphasize the management and
preservation of the existing system. These strategies can often be cost effective measures to ensure
existing assets function properly and sustain the mobility of people and goods in the future.
T Policy C.2
(MMP-3.2)

Invest wisely in new transportation projects and prioritize funding to maintain
existing infrastructure.

Complete Streets
Complete Streets establish a street or network of streets that are constructed and operated to meet the
needs of all users. The City should strive to provide to provide complete streets on all new
construction, improvement, retrofit and rehabilitation of public rights-of-way, including streets, routes,
pathways, and trails.
T Policy C.3
(MMP-3.3)

Establish a network of streets that are constructed and operated to meet the
needs of and enable equitable, comfortable, and safe access for all users.

Walking
Goal D. Build a system that enhances local connectivity and is tailored to prioritize a comfortable
walking network.
discussion
Issaquah has an extensive walking network city-wide but not necessarily in every neighborhood. Three
quarters of the City’s arterial and collector streets have a sidewalk on at least one side, and the sidewalk
network extends to most areas of the City. Along with the extensive sidewalk network, a web of offstreet trails connects the northern and southern halves of the City and connects to Issaquah’s
neighbors, including Sammamish, Bellevue, and into unincorporated King County and the surrounding
state parks. A well-connected pedestrian network can provide greater mobility options for people of all
ages and abilities, as well as supporting access to public transit.
While the walking network is extensive, there are still barriers for people walking in Issaquah. I-90
bisects the City and presents a major barrier for all modes, but especially walking and biking. Other
facilities provide inhospitable walking environments due to high vehicle volumes and speeds of auto
traffic with limited buffering of sidewalks and off-street paths.
Sidewalks, crossings, and off-street paths shall be provided to enable walking in and around the City of
Issaquah. Pedestrian Level of Service (LOS) guidelines describe the comfort of someone walking. The
fundamental expectations for physical space, modal separation, and street crossing amenities are
informed by the neighborhood and land use context of a given street. Therefore, pedestrian facility
guidelines are tailored to different neighborhood/street contexts. Detailed guidance is provided in the
Mobility Master Plan for implementing these policies to enhance the pedestrian system.
T Policy D.1
(MMP-4.1)

A connected and complete pedestrian network shall be provided to meet
potential pedestrian demand, based on context and nearby amenities as
defined in four sidewalk tiers, described below:
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Tier 1: Provide an enhanced pedestrian facility on both sides of street
on arterials and collectors in the following neighborhoods: Central Issaquah Growth Center, Olde Town, Issaquah Highlands.
Tier 2: Provide standard sidewalks on both sides of the street in the
following locations:
a. All streets within ¼ mile of sensitive locations: schools, senior
centers, public community amenities (hospitals, transit centers,
and civic facilities).
b.All local streets in the following neighborhoods: Central Issaquah Growth Center, Olde Town, Issaquah Highlands.
Tier 3: Provide standard sidewalks on one side of street on arterials
and collectors in neighborhoods outside the Central Issaquah Growth
Center, Olde Town, and Issaquah Highlands neighborhoods.
Tier 4: Lower speeds limits to 20 MPH or less on all local streets, including commercial areas outside Central Issaquah Growth Center,
Olde Town, and Issaquah Highlands commercial areas.
T Policy D.2
(MMP-4.2)

Build safe and connected walking networks around schools.

Bicycling
Goal E. Develop a bicycle network that attracts people of all ages and abilities and provides
access to destinations throughout the community.
discussion
A bicycle network that is built for people of all ages and abilities must be tailored to limit the exposure
of bicyclists to automobile traffic. While Issaquah has a robust network of off-street trails, on-street
bicycle facilities are needed to provide access to destinations throughout the City.
Level of traffic stress (LTS) is the current state of the practice for planning bicycle facilities. This
approach provides a framework for designing for the intended users of the system. Figure 11 describes
the four typical categories of cyclists, each of which requires different levels of accommodation to feel
comfortable using the system.
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Figure 1: Bicycle Level of Traffic Stress and Rider Categories

A draft priority bicycle network identified in the Mobility Master Plan to connect major destinations in
Issaquah using low-stress facilities. The LTS method considers variables like traffic speeds and
roadway functional classifications but does not consider variables like topography. Given the influence
of the I-90 interchange on bicyclist comfort in Issaquah, Issaquah’s hilly topography presents
additional challenges to developing comfortable bicycle facilities on some streets. Detailed guidance is
provided in the Mobility Master Plan for implementing these policies to complete the future bicycle
system.
T Policy E.1
(MMP-5.1)

Establish the priority bicycle network (draft version shown in Figure 12) to
connect major destinations, transit hubs, residential and employment centers,
and the Central Issaquah Regional Growth Center.

T Policy E.1
(MMP-5.2)

Increase use of electric bicycles to support bicycle use in neighborhoods with
hills that are challenging for standard bicycle use.

Transit
Goal F. Advance the transit system to connect to the region and improve access to transit for all
community members.
discussion
King County Metro operates most of the bus routes that serve Issaquah. They are a mix of local routes
that circulate within Issaquah, and all-day and peak hour routes serving commutes between Issaquah
and Seattle. The City of Issaquah works as a partner to these transit providers, taking an active role in
influencing their decisions, coordinating on communication and project development, and partnering
to explore new services.
While many of Issaquah’s key destinations and retail areas are served by multiple transit lines and
stops, most of the city’s neighborhoods lack direct transit access. This may contribute to high park and
ride utilization at the Issaquah Transit Center and Highlands Transit Center. Table 5 describes the bus
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routes currently in operation in 2019 and Figure 16 describes the geographic location of services.
Detailed guidance is provided in the Mobility Master Plan for enhancing the transit system.
Table 2. Existing Transit Routes
Frequency
40 min
130 min

Service Span
All Day
All Day

9:00 am - 3:00 pm
6:00 am - 8:00 pm

Provider
King County Metro
King County Metro

214

10-25 min

Peak Hour
Only

5:20 am - 9:00 am,
3:20 pm - 7:20 pm

King County Metro

216/218/219

6-20 min*

Peak Hour
Only

4:45 am - 9:30 am,
3:30 pm - 1:00 am

King County Metro

217

30-50 min

Peak Hour
Only

7:45 am - 10:00 am,
4:45 pm - 5:45 pm

King County Metro

269

20 min (peak) 40
min (off peak)

All Day

6:00 am - 7:30 pm

King County Metro

271
554

20 min (peak) 30-60
min (off peak)
20-30 min

All Day
All Day

5:20 am - 9:30 pm
6:00 am - 12:30 am

King County Metro
Sound Transit

556

30 min

Peak Hour
Only

5:00 am - 9:30 am,
2:20 pm - 6:20 pm

Sound Transit

200
208

Route

Peak Hour
6:00 am - 9:00 am,
KCM Community
628
30 min
Only
5:30 pm - 8:00 pm
Shuttle
*Routes 216, 218, and 219 overlap with different starting locations, but they serve Issaquah every 6 to 20
minutes.
Source: King county Metro 2019.
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Figure 2. Existing Transit Routes and Park and Ride Locations
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Regional Transportation Investments
Several regional transportation investments have been planned that would affect transit service in
Issaquah. The first major investment is the I-90 Front Street project. WSDOT is leading a project to
improveme the I-90/Front Street interchange in downtown Issaquah to address capacity concerns.
The project analyzed numerous alternatives and network improvements at this location, and the
current recommended alternative is a diverging diamond interchange at I-90/Front Street.
Secondly, Sound Transit, in coordination with local and state agencies, construct a Light Rail
connection between Kirkland and Issaquah by 2041. The planning process is still in the early stages,
but this would greatly increase transit options and regional connectivity for Issaquah residents. This
would potentially reduce vehicle trips both on the local street network and between Issaquah and the
greater region.
Thirdly, King County Metro is planning new frequent bus service and express bus service to Issaquah
in its long-range transit plan, Metro Connects. Plans also include the addition of flexible mobility
services to serve neighborhoods with historically limited transit access. This will increase transit
options for Issaquah’s residents and could decrease personal vehicle trips on the street network.
T Policy F.1
(MMP-6.1)

Prepare for high-capacity transit.

T Policy F.2
(MMP-6.2)

Provide safe non-motorized connections to transit facilities.

T Policy F.3
(MMP-6.3)

Expand transit access to neighborhoods that are not currently served by
transit.

Auto Travel
Goal G. Create a balanced roadway system that is carefully coordinated with land-use and
prioritizes the movement of people and goods.
discussion
Similar to other communities in our region, driving a vehicle is the primary way that most travelers get
around Issaquah. Most of Issaquah’s street network is not laid out on a well-connected grid system and
many areas lack connectivity due to topography, cul-de-sac design, and the presence of I-90 bisecting
the City. The result limits community members to auto use as the most convenient travel option to get
around locally and throughout the region.
The arterial network carries the majority of the inter-city trips, leading to congestion in the peak
commute hours. I-90 provides mobility for residents wanting to access other communities in the Puget
Sound or eastern Washington. However, access to I-90 is limited to ramps at SR 900, Front Street N,
and E Sunset Way/Highlands Drive NE, and congestion at the interchanges can spill back onto City
streets. The modal policies for auto travel, including freight, are consistent with the City’s
Comprehensive Plan and current LOS policy.
The movement of freight is essential to bring goods to residents and to move products throughout the
region to support our economy. WSDOT designates freight truck corridors aimed at preventing high
truck traffic on local streets. There are multiple truck routes within Issaquah City limits. I-90 is in the
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highest freight category, T-1, and NW Sammamish Road between I-90 and E Lake Sammamish
Parkway is a T-2 freight route carrying 4 to 10 million tons annually. Multiple City streets are
categorized as T-3 freight routes, including SR 900 and E Lake Sammamish Parkway. The WSDOT
designated truck routes are shown on Figure 12.
Auto Level of Service
Level of service (LOS) is a standard method for characterizing delay at an intersection. For signalized
and all-way stop controlled (AWSC) intersections, LOS is based on the average delay for all
approaches. For side-street stop controlled (SSSC) intersections, the movement with the highest delay
is used. LOS A represents almost no noticeable delay while LOS F represents highly congested
conditions. Detailed guidance is provided in the Mobility Master Plan for implementing these policies
to accommodate the movement of people and goods.
Table 3. Level of Service Definitions

Level of
Service
A
B

Description
Free-flowing Conditions
Stable Flow (slight delays)

Signalized
Intersection
Delay
(secs/veh)
≤ 10
>10-20

C

Stable Flow (acceptable delays)

>20-35

>15-25

D

Approaching Unstable Flow (tolerable delay)

>35-55

>25-35

E

Unstable Flow (intolerable delay)

>55-80

>35-50

>80

>50

F
Forced Flow (congested and queues fail to clear)
Source: Highway Capacity Manual (HCM), 2000.

Unisignalized
Intersection
Delay
(secs/veh)
≤ 10
>10-15

Traffic operations were analyzed during the City’s concurrency update. The intersection level of
service standard in Issaquah is LOS D. For concurrency purposes, up to six concurrency intersections
may operate at LOS E or F if the weighted average (by traffic volume) for all concurrency intersections
is maintained at LOS D. The LOS standard for SR 900 is LOS E, as set by WSDOT for a highway of
regional significance.
Emergency Vehicle Access
The City’s emergency facilities (police, fire, and medical) are in the center of town. This means that
quick emergency response to the outer regions of the City depends on an efficient and connected
street network. One barrier to emergency access is the number of Issaquah neighborhoods with low
connectivity, namely due to cul-de-sac design and topography. The street network must be planned to
balance road safety and planned development of these areas with the importance of a connected
network for emergency response.
Functional Classification
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The street network in Issaquah is a mix of Principal and Minor arterials that accommodate higher
volumes and faster speeds to promote regional mobility, and local roads oriented to internal
circulation, all bisected by I-90 which carries close to 100,000 vehicles each day . Most streets have a
posted speed limits of 25 mph, with speed limits of 30 to 40 mph on key arterials. SR 900 connects
Renton and Issaquah and is designated by WSDOT as a Highway of Regional Significance. The
current roadway functional class designations are shown on Figure 13.
T Policy G.1
(MMP-7.1)

Issaquah’s 84 concurrency intersections should meet the Level of Service
(LOS) standard defined for that facility, as shown on Figure 14.

T Policy G.2
(MMP-7.2)

Greater levels of auto delay may be permissible where mitigations to improve
intersection LOS would degrade conditions for people using other modes or
would result in projects that are unaffordable to the City.

Parking
The Issaquah Olde Town and Transit Parking Study (2019) was undertaken to clarify parking usage
within Olde Town and areas adjacent to the two transit centers and develop management strategies
that increase efficient use of current parking resources. The study found that transit parkers do not
create a parking shortage near the transit centers or in Olde Town. However, in Olde Town, several
blocks near the intersection of Sunset Way and Front Street are heavily utilized for much of the day
and could warrant more parking information or management strategies. It finishes with a range of
parking management strategies for future implementation.
T Policy G.3
(MMP-7.3)

Adopt a parking management program for Olde Town and Issaquah
Highlands to encourage efficient use of the existing public parking supply
while balancing the needs of businesses, transit users, and community
members.
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Figure 3. Existing Functional Class
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Figure 4. Truck Routes
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IMPLEMENTATION

The recommended projects and programs to implement the City’s vision for the transportation system
are detailed in the Mobility Master Plan. Implementing this vision will require close coordination
among the City departments, community members, businesses, and other agencies within the region.
To guide the City’s implementation of the plan and city investments, priority should be assigned to
projects that best advance the guiding principles for the transportation system.
1. Improve mobility within Issaquah today: Provide safe, accessible connections within Issaquah to
provide near term benefit to people of all ages, abilities, incomes, and backgrounds using all travel
options.
2. Prepare for growth: Coordinate transportation with land use for anticipated growth by building a
complete, multimodal network that fits the context of Issaquah’s neighborhoods.
3. Better connect Issaquah with the region: Leverage regional investments and prepare for light rail to
better connect Issaquah with the region.
4. Promote environmentally sustainable mobility: Embrace an environmentally responsible
transportation system to protect Issaquah’s natural environment.
5. Invest wisely: Apply sustainable funding practices, including prioritizing system maintenance
alongside capital investments to best leverage prior investments.
6. Anticipate transformation: Develop a transportation system that enables new technologies,
emerging transportation options, and economic trends.
Project prioritization utilizing these guiding principles, identifies how best to use limited funds to
implement capital projects. Project evaluation criteria using the guiding principles are established in the
MMP and will be used to prioritize projects and implementation. Using these criteria, the
recommended projects will be evaluated and ranked based on how well each advances these criteria.
High priority projects for Issaquah meet multiple criteria in terms of effectiveness, benefit to the
community, and ability to be implemented. These attributes will allow the City to take advantage of a
variety of public and private funding sources to complete key projects. Since one criterion relates to
funding availability, priorities may shift over time as fund sources change.

Funding
A key GMA planning requirement is the concept of fiscal restraint in transportation planning. A
fiscally constrained plan must first allow for operation and maintenance of existing facilities, and then
capital improvements. To introduce fiscal constraint into the planning process, an inventory of past
revenues and costs are evaluated as part of the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) to identify
funds that are likely to be available for capital construction and operations.
The Mobility Master Plan focuses on capital projects that will complete Issaquah’s multimodal
networks. Over the past 10 years, the City of Issaquah has spent $10-15 million annually for
transportation capital and operations. Revenues include those from outside sources and grants, general
city funds, real estate excise taxes, impact fees, and gas tax receipts. If the city were able to maintain
this level of revenue, the City could afford around $200 million in transportation projects over the next
20 years.
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Not all the transportation projects are likely to be affordable with existing revenue sources during the
20-year period. If this occurs, the City has several options to consider for funding in the TIP:
• Increase the amount of revenue from existing sources, including impact fees, real estate excise
taxes, transportation benefit district, or increased general fund revenues.
• Adopt new sources of revenue (see text box below).
• Lower the level of service standard, and therefore reduce the need for some transportation
improvements.
Transportation Projects
Over 100 projects are identified in the MMP, including projects identified in existing plans and projects that would implement the MMP’s specific goals and policies. The full project list contains 132
projects that are scored based on their ability to advance multiple guiding principles. Final scores
ranged from 0 to 58 out of 74 total points available, with an average of 28 points. Out of the 132 total
projects, 27 scored 40 or more total points, meaning that they advanced multiple Guiding Principles
and are truly consistent with the overall objectives of this MMP.
Transportation Improvement Program
Anticipated transportation projects and their estimated costs are identified in the City’s six-year Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). Capacity projects for motorized travel and nonmotorized
travel are identified in the six-year transportation financing plan. The remaining projects are classified
as non-capacity projects as they do not directly add capacity to the City’s transportation system and
therefore do not directly contribute to the City’s level of service standards. Each year, the City reviews
and prioritizes transportation projects and budgets money for those projects that are deemed most
necessary. The list is prioritized each year and is linked to the concurrency traffic model to ensure improvements meet concurrency by maintaining the adopted LOS.
Much of the revenue to fund both the capacity and non-capacity projects will come from grants or
bonds and other potential revenue sources, with contributions, impact fees and money from the City’s
street improvement fund making up the remainder. A bicycle and pedestrian mitigation fee, collected
through SEPA, was also adopted by the City Council in 2015 (Ord. 6876) and updated in 2019 (Ord
2877) and can be used to fund TIP projects.
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